By opening up a distinctive space between academic research and journalism, a thriving academic blogosphere mediates between them by Carrigan, Mark Alexander
By opening up a distinctive space between academic research and journalism, a thriving academic blogosphere mediates between them | British Politics and Policy at LSE
http://blogs.lse.ac.uk/politicsandpolicy/archives/30508[11/02/2013 08:59:17]
ShareTweet
80
Feb
9
2013
By opening up a distinctive space between
academic research and journalism, a thriving
academic blogosphere mediates between them
Managing Editor
Mark Carrigan finds that academic blogging holds out the possibility of extending
the role of the academic, rather than threatening its diminution. It allows for
discoverability, less specialised communication, and a degree of space and
freedom to extend beyond the realms of research.
This was originally posted on the LSE Impact Blog.
How do you feel about academic blogging? If you are reading this then, chances are, you feel
reasonably well inclined towards it. However if you are an academic blogger then you will undoubtedly
be aware that many people are not so well inclined. This raises an obvious question: why? There are
many different answers which could be given to this question. Most of which are grounded entirely in
anecdotal evidence. This is an issue that is crying out for empirical research. But given its continued
absence, I want to focus on one issue which I believe, on an entirely anecdotal basis, to be pertinent –
does academic blogging dangerously blur the boundary between research and journalism?
It’s an important question and one which advocates of academic blogging can sometimes dismiss too
quickly. Underlying it is an entirely understandable fear of the relatively ephemeral nature of blog posts.
The speed with which blog posts come and go, as well as the cultural connotations attached to the term
‘blogging’ itself (not all of which, it must be admitted, are unjustified) may lead many, when confronted
with the advocation of academic blogging, to see ‘blogging’ as corrupting ‘academic’.
However I think this misconstrues exactly what academic blogging is. Or at least what it could be. Rather
than turning academics into journalists, it actually holds out the possibility of protecting against this. By
opening up a distinctive space between academic research and journalism, a thriving academic
blogosphere mediates between them. It provides a space for translation, in that blog posts within it will
tend, to varying degrees, to communicate in a way that is less specialised than the more familiar modes
of academic communication which underwrite both their content and their authority. It also aids
discoverability, in that navigating the academic blogosphere as a non-specialist will tend to be
intrinsically easier than negotiating the world of staff pages, journals and paywalls.
The crucial point is that academic blogging does not take place in a vacuum. It is grounded in existing
research and expertise. The flexibility it affords allows this relationship to be a dynamic one – blogging
can be underwritten by research conducted, in progress or is merely planned. It also provides a degree
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of space and freedom to extend beyond the realms of research. It is widely acknowledged that social
media offers new possibilities for public intellectualism but what is much less understood is the
transformed nature this can take. Rather than the broadcasting which defined the public intellectuals of
the 20th century, social media facilitates ‘narrowcasting’ – relatively narrow audiences can be reached,
with little or no funding needed, facilitating a broader and much more democratic relationship between
academics and various publics.
Academic blogging holds out the possibility of extending the role of the academic, rather than
threatening its diminution. I share many of the fundamental concerns which I hear expressed about
impact and public engagement – particularly the entirely justified fear that this agenda, as well as the
broader changes within higher education within which it is unavoidably implicated, threaten the autonomy
of academic work. I think there’s a risk that the production of academic knowledge (in the broadest
sense of the term) becomes subjugated to the contingencies of the political cycle, particularly as its
mediated by funding bodies and other intermediaries.
Part of the difficulty stems, I think, from the unavoidably top down way in which ‘impact’ and ‘public
engagement’ are introduced and enacted. But I’ve always felt conflicted about this issue because, at
least when they are construed in ‘bottom up’ terms, I’ve both enjoyed them personally and increasingly
seen such activities as important. Using social media has helped give my research a media profile which
otherwise would have been impossible, particularly at this stage of my career. It’s made me easy to
discover for journalists and it’s helped me forged a rich array of connections with the broader community
who have been the subject of my research. I’ve also found that, increasingly, journalists have read my
blog posts or listened to my podcasts before they contact me and it hugely aids the subsequent
dialogue. The use of social media can help get academic knowledge into a public forum in a form which
is broadly comprehensible but not simplified. In doing so, it helps ameliorate some of the more
problematic issues that can emerge from the culture clash of academic knowledge and journalistic
constraints. Far from subjugating research to journalism, actively participating in this making public of
academic knowledge will actually fortify academia against the intrusions of media imperative i.e. the
academic blogosphere mediates between academia and the media.
What is recounted above is simply my own personal experience but it’s one which, I’m sure, others have
had. Furthermore, it seems likely that as academic blogging becomes more widespread, so too will this
experience. Likewise as, for a variety of reasons, organizations invest in multi-author blogging projects
which facilitate broader engagement (allowing those who only want to write an occasional blog post to
get traction for their writing online) and add value to the content through curation and editing. Imagine if
blog posts recounting the aims, arguments and findings of research papers become as ubiquitous as
abstracts? What would the effects be? Among many others, it would likely make academic knowledge
navigable to a great majority of people who are otherwise excluded from it. Rather than reducing
scholarship to blogging, the former is extended through the latter, giving it a public visibility which it
currently lacks and making it available in a way in which it currently isn’t.
Note: This article gives the views of the author, and not the position of the British Politics and Policy
blog, nor of the London School of Economics. Please read our comments policy before posting.
About the author:
Mark Carrigan is a sociologist and academic technologist, currently based at the University of Warwick
and the London School of Economics. He is managing editor of the LSE’s British Politics and Policy
blog.
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4. Safeguarding research ethics must be key to academic work, particularly when aiming to create
external impacts on politics and society
This entry was posted in Impact and tagged academic blogging, blogging, communication, Impact. Bookmark the
permalink.
One Response to By opening up a distinctive space between
academic research and journalism, a thriving academic blogosphere
mediates between them
November 7, 2012
Subscribe by email
Please enter your email address
Blogroll
Ballots & Bullets
Charlie Beckett/POLIS
Democratic Audit
Institute for Government
Joseph Rowntree Foundation
LSE Research Online
LSE SERC
Mainly Macro
Market Square
Not the Treasury View
Our Kingdom
Politics in Spires
Whitehall Watch
Archives
February 2013
January 2013
December 2012
November 2012
October 2012
September 2012
August 2012
July 2012
June 2012
May 2012
April 2012
March 2012
February 2012
January 2012
December 2011
November 2011
October 2011
September 2011
August 2011
July 2011
June 2011
May 2011
April 2011
March 2011
February 2011
January 2011
December 2010
November 2010
October 2010
September 2010
August 2010
July 2010
June 2010
May 2010
April 2010
March 2010
February 2010
Di galpin says:
February 9, 2013 at 9:49 am
Thanks for this, a good read.I began blogging almost a year ago and have found it has
enhanced my academic endeavour. Personally I feel blogs fills the gap between academic
journals and the media, and this place seems to attract a lot of interest in your work and ideas.
Those in academia may have felt like me sometimes. You write a paper send it off to journal,
eventually hear back, if lucky have a few revisions and hey presto it’s published 18 months after
writing, to a limited readership. The immediacy of blogging and interactive nature of it is
incredibly refreshing, and certainly keeps you current and on your toes!
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